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A  Scandalous  and  malicious 
Pamphlet  having  been  pub¬ 
lished,  entitled  The  Petition  of 
the  unborn  Babes  to  the  Preji- 
dent  and  Cenfors  of  the  College 
of  Phyfci an s  $  And  as  Scandal¬ 
ous,  and  filly,  and  Spurious  an 
Anfwer ,  pretended  to  be  in  De¬ 
fence  of  Midwifery ,  as  it  is  at 
preSent  pradtiSed  with  great  Ec¬ 
lat  here  in  England \  and  of 
Dr.  PocuSj  Dr.  Maulus  Dr. 
Barebones ,  and  others,  the  molt 
eminent  Profejfors  of  it,  who 
are  molt  injurioufly  afperSed  and 
miSrepreSented  in  the  Said  Pamph¬ 
lets, 
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lets,  'They  have  at  length  thought 
fit  to  give  a  thorough  Anfwer  to 
them,  and  don’t  in  the  leaft 
doubt  but  that  it  will  be  to  the 

of  every  Fair  and 
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Dr.  William  Wafey,  \Preftdem> 
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LETTER 

T  O 

*  '  1  '  * 

The  Prefident  and  Cenfbrs,  &c. 

O  F 

The  College  of  Phyficians, 

London . 

Gentlemen, 

rTn HE  Petition  of  the  unborn  Babes , 
-*■  which  has  been  lately  brought 
before  you,  having  been  the  Occasion 
of  a  great  Deal  of  unjuft  and  unreafon- 
able  Clamour  and  Rancour  againft  the 
Prof  effort  of  Midwifery  and  us  its  Vo- 

B  tariesj 


taries,  Will  you  give  us  leave  to  obferve 
to  you,  That  the  Ars  Obfetricia ,  or 
Art  of  Midwifery ,  is  a  ufeful  and  be¬ 
neficial  Branch  of  Manual  Science,  al~ 
tnojl  as  old  as  the  Creation ,  and  was  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  World  upon  Occa- 
fion  of  what  our  frjl  Parent  Eve ,  the 
Mother  of  all  Saints  as  well  as  Sinners, 
was  threatened  with  in  Conlequence 
of  her  Tranfgrefiion,  and  was  feem- 
ingly  injlituted  by  God  himfelf  as  well 
as  Matrimony,  the  only  creditable  Oc¬ 
casion  of  it,  in  Allevation  of  that  Pam 
and  Sorrow  which  foe  and  all  her  Sex 
after  her ,  were  doomed  to  go  through 
with.  Gen.  iii.  and  v.  1 6.  When  they 
brought  forth  Children. 

Now  the  Profeffors  of  this  ufeful  Art 
were  originally  of  the  fame  Sex  with 
them ,  and  honourable  Mention  is  made 
of  them  in  Scripture,  as  that  they  fear¬ 
ed  God  and  faved  the  Children  alive , 
and  God  is  faid  to  have  dealt  well  with 


(3  )  ■ 

People  multiplied  and  waxed  mighty  ; 
as  you  may  read}  Exodus  ift,  20th, 
and  2 1  ft  Verfesi 

But  the  Reafon  of  this  extraordinary 
Succefs  of  thefe  lEo  men- Midwifes  was, 
becaufe  the  Women  whom  they  had 
to  deal  with  were  lively  and  ftrong, 
and  when  they  came  to  be  fet  upon  the 
Stools  in  order  to  be  delivered,  were 
frequently  fo  very  forward  with  it,  that 
they  were  delivered  are  the  Midwifes 
came  in  unto  them,  as  you  may  read 
likewile  in  the  fame  Chapter  V erfe 
iqth,  and  the  Midwifes  themfelves  do 
likewife  own. 

Belides  there  was  in  thofe  DaySy 
which  were  towards  the  Time  of  the 
Reign  of  Saturn ,  and  for  fome  little 
Time  afterwards,  fuch  a  Goddefs  as 
as  Pudicitia  *  or  Modefly ,  here  upon 
Earth ,  which  Goddefs  is  fuppofed  to 

*  Pudicitia  Saturno  rege,  morata  in  terris,  vifaqu®  diifl 
Aliquamdiu  etiam  fub  Jove,  Jove  tamen  imberbe. 

Juv.  Sat*  6tao 

have 
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have  interefted  herfelfvery  much  in 
Womans  Concerns,  and  to  have  been 
a  great  Friend  to  thefe  bFomen-Mid- 
wifes ,  and  to  have  excluded  all  others 
from  having  any  Thing  to  do  at  their 
Labours. 


But  may  it  pleafe  your  Worfhips, 
that  Goddefs  has  long  lince  taken  her 
Flight  from  off  this  Earth,  and  La¬ 
bours  are  not  only  more  frequent ,  but 
likewife  more  difficulty  than  formerly. 
For  whereas  formerly,  through  the  In - 
terpoftion  of  that  Goddefs ,  it  was  with 
Difficulty,  that  Women  were  brought 
to  comply  with  what  is  neceffary  in 
order  to  bring  them  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Midwife,  and  their  Labours  like¬ 
wife  were  ffiort ;  it  is  now  quite  other- 
wife,  and  there  is  little  or  no  Difficulty 
in  getting  them  to  comply  with  the 

Means ,  but  a  great  Deal  in  freeing 
.1  r  r  esof/t,  altho’ 

this  is  no  more  than  what  had  been 
likewife  foretold,  and  was  denounced 
even  from  the  fuff,  as  you  may  fee  in 


/ 
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above  Chapter  of  Genefsx.  1 6.  where 
it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that  their  Concepti¬ 
ons  t  as  well  as  their  Sorrows ,  fhould  be 
greatly  multiplied. 

It  was  necefiary  therefore,  from  that 
Time  at  leaft,  that  this  BufneJ's  fhouid 
come  into  the  Hands  of  Perfons  of  greater 
Parts  and  Abilities  •  efpecially  confi- 
dering  that  there  may  be  every  now 
and  then,  fomething  or  other  wanting 
towards  their  going  on  with  the  Concep- 
tive  Part,  which  it  is  not  in  the  Power 
of  one  of  their  own  Sex  to  affift  them 
in.  Beiides,  it  is  well  known  Things  of 
this  Nature  are  often  attended  with 
feveral  Circumftances  which  require 
the  utmoft  Secrecy  ;  and  is  there  any 
Secret  whatfoever  that  is  not  only  e~ 
qually,  but  infinitely  more  fecure  in  the 
Cufody  of  a  Man  than  of  a  Woman  f 

We  have  but  vone  Thing  more  to 
fay  with  refpedt  to  W^ omen- Midwifes ; 
and  that  is,  that  how  general  Ibever 
Prefcription  may  have  been  in  their 

Favour, 
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Favour,  and  how  univerfal  foever  their 
Vogue  and  Efteem  in  fome  Ages  and 
Countries,  yet  they  haveJiot  altogether 
maintained  their  Characters,  or  been 
free  from  Cenfure  and  Reproach,  as  is 
evident  from  what  Terence  fays  of 
Leshia ,  a  famous  Midwife  in  his  Time, 
Sane  mulier  ifla  efl  temulefita  tem£- 
faria ,  nee  fatis  dima  cui  commit  tat  in 
primo part  a  muilierem,  Andfia ,  Act.  i. 
Sc.  4.  and  that  fhe  was  fent  for  by  a 
little,  impertinent,  drunken  old  Goflip, 
like  herfelf,  £%uia  Compotrix  ejus  erat. 

You  will  be  pleafed  likewife  to  con- 
fider  that  W'omen  are  wholly  illiterate, 
and  never  brought  up  to  any  Thing  of 
Letters ,  beyond  their  Sample  ;  Men 
on  the  contrary  are  alway  brought  up 
to  fomething ,  or  other  ;  and  there  is  a 
particular  Happinefs  that  does  attend 
Man- Midwifery,  which  is,  that  a  Per- 
fon ,  let  him  be  educated  to  what  he 
will,  (hall  no  fooner  prof efs  himfelf  to 
be  a  Mafler  of  the  Operative ,  which  is 

indeed  the  principal  Part  of  it,  and 

to 
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to  be  at  the  Service  of  the  Ladies  upon 
that  Account,  but  he  jhall forthwith  be 
confuted  and  adv'tfed  with ,  and  en- 
trufted  by  them  •  and  not  only  as  to 
the  Succefs  of  their  Hu  (band’s  En¬ 
deavours  with  them,  or  as  to  their  Preg¬ 
nancy,  but  likewife  as  to  ail  Diflemp- 
ers  whatfoever )  whether  Acute  or  Chro¬ 
nical,  and  of  the  greateft  Emergency, 
which  may  accidentally  befal  them  ; 
and  fo  immediately  commence  a  confix 
den  able  Phyfcian. 

There  is  another  Happinefs  likewife 
that  attends  this  Branch  of  Bufne/s , 
and  that  is,  that  a  Man  has,  or  at  lead 
is  generally  thought  to  have,  a  more 
agreeable  way  ControElandi  partes  Fce- 
tnineas ,  than  a  Woman;  from  whence 
it  is  obfervable  that  a  Woman  who 
has  been  once  laid  by  a  Man,  will  never 
willingly  be  laid  by  a  Woman  after¬ 
wards  :  Nay  let  any  of  us  be  but  once 
adjnitted  to  what  we  call,  and  what 
is  known  to  be,  the  Privilege  of  our 
PMn,  viz.  the  Liberty  of  exa¬ 
mining 
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mining  into  every  Thing  that  may  be 
neceffary  in  Order  to  our  Satisfaction, 
which  certainly  is  allowable,  and 
ought  not  in  reafon  to  be  refufed  up¬ 
on  proper  Application  ;  let  us  but 
once  We  fay  be  admitted  to  this,  and 
it  is  an  Hundred  to  One  but  we  make 
fure  of  the  Lady,  and  never  lofe  her 
for  a  Patient  afterwards :  And  it  was 
for  want  of  this  neceffary  Permiffion, 
that  the  late  Dr.  Dorxglafs  was  fo 
much  out  in  his  Judgement  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  Pregnancy  of  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Orange ,  as  we 
have  often  heard  him  complain. 

Now  as  to  what  is  objected  againft 
us,  We  little  thought  that  it  would  ever 
have  been  charged  upon  us  as  a  Fault 
or  Crime,  that  we  facilitated  De¬ 
liveries. 

►  t 

Going  too  long  is  certainly  the  Caufe 
of  an  Abortion  or  Mif carriage ,  as  fure 
and  effectual,  though  not  fo  frequent, 
as  Going  too  Jhort  a  Time,  as  has  been 

obferved 
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obferved  by  the  learned  Dr.  Swift, 
Tale  of  a  Tub ,  towards  the  Conclufion; 
And  it  is  as  certainly  our  Duty  to  do 
every  thing  that  we  can  in  order  to 
■prevent  Mifcarriages  from  any  Occasi¬ 
on  whatfoever.  Now  if  it  happens 
fo,  that  a  Woman  cannot  be  deliver¬ 
ed  by  Reafon  of  fome  Helplefs  Thing 
that  lies  in  and  plugs  up  the  Paffage, 
ought  not  we  to  endeavour  to  remove 
the  Caufa  obflruens  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  rather  than  to  Suffer  the  poor 
Woman  to  lie  fo  long  under  the  gre- 
vious  Pain  and  Peril  of  Child  Birth , 
that  her  Strength  fhall  be  at  laft  al- 
moft  totally  exhaufted,  and  it  fhall 
Scarce  be  in  the  Power  of  any  one  of 
us  fo  much  as  to  force  or  bring  on  a 
Birth ,  and  to  make  a  Delivery  ?  And 
if  we,  through  our  own  Ingenuity,  or 
any  other  Means,  have  found  out,  or 
met  with,  any  Helps  or  Injlruments , 
which  are  of  ife  upon  Such  Emergen¬ 
cies,  as  likewife  whenfoever  the  Births 
are  too  dilatory , (which  often  happens,) 
we  think  that  we  deferve  to  be  com- 

C  mended 
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mended  rather  than  calumniated  for 
frequently  uling  them,  efpecially  as 
we  always  alarm  the  Bye-ftanders 
with  the  particular  Danger  that  there 
is  to  the  Mother,  in  Cafe  we  don’t : 
And  though  an  Accident  may  fome- 
times  happen,  as  that  the  Child  may 
not  be  lo  thoroughly  dead  as  it  was 
thought  to  be,  and  indeed  ought  to 
have  been,  (and  no  Man  is  free  from 
Accidents,)  yet  as  the  Grave  is  a  very 
good  Coverlet  upon  feveral  other  Occa¬ 
sions,  lo  the  Bed  is  an  excellent  Screen 
in  all  fuch  crofs  Events  as  thefe  in  Mid¬ 
wifery,  and  he  mull  be  a  Sorry  Man - 
Mid-wife  indeed,  who  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
does  not  know  how  to  give  the  In¬ 
fant  a  Snip  in  the  Navel  String ,  which 
is  Dr.  Barebohes's  Way  *,  or  a  Squallh 
againft  the  Bedhead  ;  which  is  that 
of  j'ome  of  his  Difciples ,  and  a  good 
Way  too,  And  then  all  is  Right:  Nam 
utcuuq-j  evidentijjima  ea  -j-  ejl  Medic  in  a 
(fiue  manu  curay  Cavendum  tampn  eft  nt 
non  fit  evident  ea  qua  meat ,  Which  is  an 

*  Petition,  Page  o.  f  He-t  junta  Celfum. 

Axiom 


(  II  )  /  ^ 

Axiom  that  we  would  recommend  to 
the  Conllderation  of  mod  Pradioners. 

As  to  the  further  Charge  againft  us? 
that  we  afperfe  and  accufe  the  In¬ 
fants  of  undutiful  and  riotous  Behavi¬ 
our  towards  their  Mothers,  in  order 
to  juftify  our  own  Condud  towards 
them,  which  is  injurioufly  reprefent- 
ed  to  be  mercilefs  and  cruel,  Petition 
fag.  6th  and  jth.  It  is  jalfe,  fcan- 
dalous,  malicious  and  vexatious,  and 
could  never  have  come  out  of  their 
Mouths,  had  it  not  firft  been  put  into 
their  Heads  by  fome  circumcifed  or 
uncircumcifed  crack-brain’ d  Rnthufafl 
Anatomift ,  or  Sham  DoBor - 

There  is  but  one  Thing  more  that 
we  have  to  fay  for  our  [elves,  and  that 
is,  there  are  feveral  more  Things  which 
we  might  fay  for  ourfelves,  and  to 
mention  only  one,  that  we  have  a 
moft  invaluable  Specif  ck  again/l  Bar¬ 
ren  nefs,  but  we  decline  it,  and  choofe 
not  to  do  like  that  impudent  Fellow, 


(I2). 

Alexander  Bendoy  in  King  Charles  the 
Second’s  Time,  who  becaufe  he  was 
poffeiled  of  much  the  fame  Secret , 
and  was  a  Sort  of  a  Female  Phyfcian 
in  thofe  Days,  had  the  Affurance  to 
proclaim  it  in  the  Face  of  the  whole 
World,  upon  Tower- Hilly  and  to  Brag 
withal,  “  That  he  had  had  the  good 
“  Withes  and  hearty  Prayers  of  many 
u  Families  for  it,  who  otherwife  had 
pined  out  the  Remainder  of  their 
Days,  under  the  deplorable  and  re¬ 
proachful  Misfortune  of  barren 
Wombs,  leaving  plentiful  Eftates 
<c  and  Honours,  and  Poffeffions  to  be 
u  inherited  by  Strangers.” 

Vide  his  Speech  and  his  Bills. 


€( 


£6 


€£ 
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And  now  Gentlemen ,  we  hope  you 
are  fatisfied  there  is  nothing  in  this 
libellous  Petition  to  our  real  Diirepu- 
tation,  and  confequently  that  you  will 
not  take  any  more  Notice  of  it  to  our 
Disadvantage  for  the  future,  than  you 
have  done  hitherto. 


Befidcs, 
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Befides,  Gentlemen ,  as  fome  of  us 
may  poffibly  be  more  nearly  related  to 
fome  of  you,  than  perhaps  our  Fathers, 
or  even  you  yourfelves,  till  very  lately, 
ever  dreamt  of,  give  us  Leave  to  Ad- 
drefs  to  you  in  much  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  as  Mofes  %  did  to  the  Children  of 
Ifrael ,  when  in  JEgypt :  Sirs,  ye  are 
Brethren,  why  do  you  do  this  Wrong, 
or  Injury  one  to  another  ?  Sirs ,  why 
fhould  we  quarrel  with,  or  malign 
one  another  ?  The  Schools  of  Mid¬ 
wifery  alfo,  are  daily  fending  forth 
many  an  Enterprifer,  who  is  ready  to 
practice  Phylick ;  and  Midwifery ,  i.  e. 
Man-Midwifery ,  is  every  Day  more 
and  more  growing,  and  encreafing  in 
Strength  and  Stature,  and  Grace  and 

iD  y 

Favour ,  if  not  with  God  and  Man, 
yet  with  Wt omen.  If  you  have  your 
Sir  Edward ,  and  your  Sir  TVilliam ;  we 
have  had  our  Sir  Davicf  and  we  have 
our  Sir  Richard. — If  you  have  your 
thirty,  and  forty,  and  fourfcore  Thou- 
fand  Pound  Men  among  you,  we  have 

*  Exod,  ii.  veiT.  i?th,  and  Afts  vii,  verf.  26th. 


our 
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our  ten,  and  twenty,  and  thirty,  and 
forty  Thoufand  Pounders,  among  us. 
—It  you  have  your  Dr.  Mead  we  have 
our  Dr.  Barebones ,  and  others,  who 
are  Dabs  at  Prefcriptions,  as  well  as 
Deliveries,  and  there  is  not  one  of  us 
all  who  is  not  Matter  of  Dr.  Chamber¬ 
lains' s  *  Bolus,  and  well  enough  qua¬ 
lified  to  be  a  Favourite  of  Fortune  and 

of  the  Fair  Sex. 

/  '  ,  '  . 

Go  on  Gentlemen  and  continue  to 
be,  as  you  are  the  Ornaments  oj  the 
Profejfton. 

}Ye  are 

Your  mojl  obedient  and  obliged 
humble  Servants , 

E.  Schola  Bareboneana  PocUS,  and  Comp, 
prope  I  urrim ;  r 

Febr.  14th,  1752. 

*  Bolus  e  Mithridat.  Spermat.  Coet.  &  Pulv.  e  CheL 
6.  9,  comp,  ana  B  fs.  cum  Syrup. Croc.  q.s.  addit.  nonun- 
quam  Caftor.  Ruffenf.  gr.  jv. 

A  mo  ft  excellent  Bolus ,  and  if  it  be  all  that  he  knows 
pray  where  is  the  Harm  of  it  ?  It  may  be  almoft  a? 
much  perhaps  as  moft  of  us  knew  v/oen  zu? f.rjl  t&k  u£ 
Midwifery*  !  ^ 
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POSTS  CRIPT. 

IN  a  fhort  Time  vail  be  publifhed, 
A  compleat  Lift  of  all  the  Men- 
Mickzifes  in  and  about  the  Cities  of 
L : .  and  IV iMr.it ifter,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  or  their  refpective  Abodes,  and 
Houfes  of  Calf  together  with  a  fhort 
Account  of  all  the  Men-Midwifes, 
and  the  feveral  Schools  and  Nurj&ries 
that  there  are  for  them ,  thoughout 
the  Kingdom  ;  irom  which,  as  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  there  will  never  be 
wanting  a  fufficient  Supply  of  ft 
and  able  Men  to  be  Aids  ae  Corme  or 
Aiilfhants  to  our  f Fifes,  and  Daughters 
too  when  they  come  to  be  married, 
upon  all  Occafions. 

In  a  fhort  Time  likewife  too,  will 
be  publifhed,  the  Lye  and  Adventures 
oi  that  Agent  for  Old  Nick,  (our  An« 
tagomft  the  Sweating  Dotlor  •  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Plan,  advertifed  by  us,  in 

•  * 

the 
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the  Gazetteer  of  Yefterday  •  and  if  he 
fhould  really  he  fuch  a  wrong  head¬ 
ed  Creature,-©1' c.  as  he  is  reprefented  to 
be*,  arid  as  we  don’t  in  the  lead  doubt 
but  we  fhall  fhewhim  to  he.  How  is 
it  pofftble  that  we  fhould  ever  be  guilty 

of  tho  4  'Thin  vs  which  are  laid  to  oar 
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o 

*  By  an  unlucky  Squeeze  from  the  Hands  of  an  ig< 
norant  Midwife,  whom  his  Mother  doated  upon. 

Gazetteer ,  February  13th. 
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